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and its bearings, may be explained in a very few words.
It involves, as I have already said, the general question
of the jurisdiction of the Court; but it refers particularly
to a sentence pronounced by the Chief Justice, on the
last day of term, in 1779, in a cause of action, called
Nanderah Begum versus Behadre Beg and others. The
trial of this cause, like that which gave rise to the
Cossijurah charge, may be considered as a test of the
question at that time unhappily at issue, between the
Supreme Council and the Supreme Court of Bengal,
relative to their respective jurisdictions, which, by the
ambiguous wording of the Act of Parliament, and of the
Charter, had been rendered disputable from the first.
I have sufficiently shown with what violence the dis-
pute for authority was maintained by the Council, who
went the length of employing an armed force to prevent
execution of the writs of the Court. <e We find/' said
the Commons' Committee of 1781, "that the differences
between the judges of the Supreme Court and the Go-
vernor General and Council, which have lately broken
out into an open and avowed resistance T>y a military
power, began very early after the arrival of the judges
at Calcutta."* Chiefly on account of the frequent
revenue cases up the country, which came before the
local Courts, wherein the native judges were appointed
by the Council itself, the Council resolutely aimed at
maintaining these Courts, and enforcing their decisions.
In 1776, Shabaz Beg, a native of Cabool, but a
military servant of the Company, died at Patna, where
he had long resided. He left no children, but his
inheritance, which was considerable, was disputed by
his widow, Nanderah Begum, and his nephew, Behadre
Beg; the widow claiming under a will and other deeds,
alleged to have been executed by the deceased,- and the
nephew claiming as his adopted son and heir. On the
2nd of January, 1777, Behadre Beg, the nephew, pre-
ferred a petition to the Company's Council, or Dewan,
at Patna, setting forth his claim; and, after stating
that the widow was removing and secreting the effects,
concluding with a prayer, that orders should be given
to prevent the removal of the goods, and to recover such
* Report.   Printed in 1781.